Annex: Questions on women human rights defenders and those working on women’s rights and gender issues: risks, security and protection
It would be deeply appreciated if responses were brief. They may be submitted in bullet-points if preferred. 

For non-governmental organizations (NGOs), should they so wish, their identity will remain confidential (only the country where they operate will be disclosed). Furthermore, they shall only answer questions which are relevant to them, and may share information about defenders other than themselves.

1. Please indicate, with brief examples, the main challenges and risks that women defenders and those working on women’s rights and gender issues face in your country. Please refer to the specific security needs of women defenders and those working on women’s rights and gender issues in your country. 

2. Please list specific legislative measures (excluding Constitutional provisions) and/or concrete short and long-term protection strategies/programmes (including early warning mechanisms and the work of existing national human rights institutions) which have been, or are to be, adopted and/or implemented to specifically address the safety and protection of women defenders and those working on women’s rights and gender issues in your country. How have the specific needs of women defenders and those working on women’s rights and gender issues been taken into account in the designing and implementation of these measures, strategies and programmes? 

3. In the absence of effective protection, please provide concrete examples on how women defenders and those working on women’s rights and gender issues strive to keep themselves safe, either individually or collectively, at the local level in your country.  

4. Please list specific protection programmes and/or tools for women defenders and those working on women’s rights and gender issues developed by non-governmental organizations at the national, regional and international levels.  In your view, what are their main strengths and challenges?

5. Please describe specific measures adopted by the relevant regional human rights mechanisms
 to address the specific protection needs of women defenders and those working on women’s rights and gender issues who are at risk. 

***

� African Commission on Human and People’s Rights; Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN); Council of Europe; European Union; and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.





